
WELCOME TO THE 2008 SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS

NEW ENGLAND SNOWMOBILE EXPOSITION!
Saturday and Sunday October 18th and 19th

at the Big-E , West Springfield, MA

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I would like to welcome   fellow snow-
mobilers to the 2008 -2009 
season. The club  has resolved a cou-
ple of issues this summer. We have a 
new Web  Master that is handling our 

web  site. 
Rerou t ing 
t h e t r a i l 
around the 
o l d J & D 
Marina will 
be one of 
our main 
t a s k s t o 
keep the 
t r a i l s 

around the East Otis village. I am 
working on a new trail map due to the 
closure of trails on private property. 

There are a   lot of trees down on the 
trails and the club will need volunteers 
to help. We have reinstated our old 
Snow & Info Phone 413-269-0243 to 
give quick up  dates. I hope to see new 
and old faces at our first meeting on 
Oct. 26, 2008 at our club  house on 
Tannery Road. Start getting your sleds 
ready for the season because the  
Farmers Almanac said it will be cold 
with lots of snow.
          
Norm Picard

THE SAM DELEGATE REPORT
Hey folks! Bring your pink copy 
from your SAM pass you pur-
chased last season to the SAM 
Snow Show October 18th and 
19th and you will  get in free. If 
you didn't keep it, you can pur-

chase this years pass and use the 
pink copy to get into the show. And 
yes, the SAM trailer will  be selling 
passes outside this year. Just re-
member to pick the Knox Tra i l 
Sno- r iders as your club of choice. 
See you there.  

Your SAM  Delegate, Bill Taylor
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YOUR TREASURER’S RANT
Sympathy goes ou t to the fami l y. 
o f Ra lph P la i s ted . Mr. P la i s ted 
passed away a t h i s Wyoming , MN 
home on September 8 th . He was 
80  yea rs  o ld .  

Back in 1968 I remember the ex-
c i tement o f wa tch ing  a CBS  News 
Documenta ry by Char les Kura l t 
abou t the Ra lph P la i s ted exped i-
t i on . An insu rance man tu r ned 
adven tu re r, Mr. P la i s ted w i th 
th ree compan ions , Wa l t Peder-
son , Ger ry P i t z l , and Jean-Luc 

Bombard ie r , accompan ied by Mr. 
K u r a l t , p i l o t e d t h e i r S k i - D o o 
snowmob i l \es f rom Ward Hunt I s-
l and , Canada fo r ove r 400 m i l es 
to the Nor th Po le . H is ach ieve-
ment i s  the f i r s t con f i rmed excur-
s ion to the Nor th Po le .  A l though 

the Rob-
e r t Pe r ry 
and F re-
d e r i c k 
C o o k 
e x p e d i-
t i o n s 
c la im to 
h a v e 
r e a c h e d 

the po le i n 1909 , h i s to r i ca l re-
co rds do no t con f i rm the po le 
was reached . Pe r ry was o f f by 
121 m i l es accord ing to a 1988 
rev iew o f h i s l ogs . . A US  A i r 
F o rc e f l y o v e r c o n f i r m e d t h e 
P la i s ted exped i t i on ’s a r r i va l a t 
the po le on Apr i l 19 , 1968 , 43 
days a f te r depar tu re . The a i r-
c ra f t a l so gave them a r ide 
home.  
I w i l l remember h im as a cu lm i-
na t ion o f the adven tu rous sp i r i t 

o f e v e r y 
s n o w m o b i l e 
en thus ias t !
 
J i m R i c h a r d , 
Treasu re r

See  ya ’  on 
the  t ra i l s !

THE CLUB CALENDAR

• The Safety Course will be held on Sat-
urday, Nov. 29,  2008 at the club house. 
Contact Gary Bushey at 413-499-2111. 
Get your VAST certificate!

• Meetings 2nd. and 4th. Sunday of the 
month except holidays. Breakfast at 
8:00am, meeting at 9am. Tannery Road 
clubhouse, Otis. First meeting  is Oct. 
26.

•Trail work after each meeting at the 
groomer garage in East Otis center.

•Club rides after each meeting at noon. 
Meet at L&M Gulf in East Otis.

•Poker Run and Picnic Sunday January 
25 at northwest end of Otis Reservoir at 

the Porrell Trail entrance.  No-snow date 
is February 8th.

10/10 CLUB
Tickets are available by calling the snow 

phone or by sending an email to 

knoxtrail@gmail.com. Tickets are $10 and 

benefit the Groomer Fund. The numbers 

will follow the Mass EVENING drawing.

TRAIL INFO
The pipeline is closed from the Farm-

ington River to School House Road. 

Stay tuned for reroute information. 

Quarry Trail is still closed.  The JD re-

route is completed.  REMEMBER TO 

STAY ON THE TRAILS!

WEBSITE
Check out the new website by Web-

master Mike at www.knoxtrail.com

SNOW PHONE
The snow phone has returned. Call 
413-269-0243 for club info, trail condi-
tions, and important information.

PARKING
Parking is available at L&M Auto, 

The Knox Trail Inn,Alan Road at 

Route 8, Tolland State Forest boat 

ramp,Otis State Forest on Rt. 23, 

and the Tannery Road club house.

SWAP MEET
The 18th. annual New Boston Crane Serv-

ice and Sled’s swap meet will take place 

on Sunday,  November 2nd from 9am to 

3pm. New Boston Crane is  located on 

Knox Trail Sno-Riders, Inc. is a snowmobile  
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promote  the sport of snowmobilingand  
maintain a network of groomed trails. 
Formed in 1971, the club  is in it’s 38th. year 
of providing a great riding experience in the 
Southern Berkshires. The club  is an affiliate 
member of The Snowmobile Association of 
Massachusetts, an association of  36 clubs, 
helping to make Massachusetts a destina-
tion of choice for snowmobiling individuals 
and families.
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Route 8, just south of Rt. 57. 

Admission is $3. The door prize 

is an Arctic Cat AC2500GD gen-

erator. KTSR will be there serv-

ing up food. Trail passes, KTSR 

tee’s, sweats, and merchandise 

along with 10/10 club tickets will 

be available. Look for the SAM 

trailer!

THE MAP PROJECT
K e e p i n g a n e t w o r k o f s n o w-
m o b i l e t r a i l s c o n n e c t e d a n d 
m a i n t a i n e d i s l i k e k e e p i n g a 
h o u s e o n s h i f t i n g s a n d s . 
Tr a i l s p a s s o v e r p u b l i c a n d 
p r i v a t e l a n d s . A d i s g r u n t l e d 
l a n d o w n e r c a n b a n o u r t r a i l 
f ro m a p ro p e r t y a t a n y t i m e , 
c a u s i n g t h e i n c o n v e i n i e n c e  
o f a g o a ro u n d o r t h e t o t a l 
l o s s o f a m a j o r ro u t e . E v e r y 
e f f o r t i s m a d e t o m a r k t r a i l s 
c l e a r l y b u t a g o o d m a p i s 
i n d e s p e n s i b l e . B u t a s l i g h t 
c h a n g e i n t h e t r a i l s y s t e m 
c a n re n d e r a m a p u s e l e s s . 
T h e c l u b h a s n o t h a d a m a p 
re v i s i o n i n q u i t e s o m e t i m e 
s o a g o o d m a p o v e r h a u l i s 
i n o rd e r.  A n u m b e r o f g o o d 
l o c a l m e rc h a n t s h a v e g e n-
e ro u s l y c o n t r i b u t e d t o h e l p 
t h e C l u b p u b l i s h a n e w 
m a p . I n e x c h a n g e , t h e i r 
m e s s a g e s w i l l b e d i s-

p l a y e d . B e s u re t o 
p a t r o n i z e t h e s e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
e v e r y c h a n c e y o u 
g e t !  J R

First Meeting is October 26th.

The KNOX KNEWS is brought to you by these sponsors. 
Let’s support them because they support us!



Knox Trail Sno-Riders
PO Box 363

East Otis, MA 01029-0363

Remember to SLED RESPONSIBLY!

The KNOX KNEWS is brought to you by these sponsors. Let’s support them because they support us!

Parts, accessories, & service for snowmobiles, 
ATVs, generators, trailers, PWCs, and more!

Open Tues, Wed, and Fri 9am-6pm
Thurs 9am- 8pm, Sat, Sun 9am-3pm

Closed Monday
www.newbostoncrane.com        nbcss@wildblue.net

85 South Main St. Sandisfield, MA 01255 (413)258-4653


